Mr. CYRIL NITCH (President) said that Mr. Kenneth Walker had referred to the importance of pre-existing disease, such as gonorrhcea and epididymitis; he had also laid stress on the importance of diet and had pointed out the place of drugs. Mr. Walker agreed that there was a large psychical influence operating in these cases.
any marked effect, but it was possible that the feeling that he had had something done for him might act beneficially in a psychical way. He would like to hear from Mr. Kidd whether heknew of successful cases following Martin's operation.
Mr. FRANK KIDD (in reply) said he was hoping for some light to be thrown on the results of operation, as mentioned by the President. Posner said he was unable to find a single success recorded. He (the speaker) could not find Martin's original paper. Morton quoted Martin as having a few successful results; but it was always difficult to be certain of these results, because there was always the factor of the interloper.
He was sure one could get the vas to join to the epididymis with an opening, for a time at least, but the spermatozoa did not seem to get through. He used very fine silver wire, and he did not think that would injure the vas at all. He intended this as an improvement to the operation, but it did not succeed.
The President mentioned sending patients to a psycho-analyst; but he (the speaker) found that the psycho-analyst did not benefit the patients, and for some years he had been sending his patients to Dr. Leahy, who had brought about some wonderful cures and in patients whom one would have regarded as hopeless. He was sure these cures resulted because Dr. Leahy did not go into the depths of their sexual complexes, but tackled them in a manly and direct way.
Mr. KENNETH WALKER (in reply) said that, in Mr. Kidd's experiment of returning testicles into the abdomen, it must be remembered that the testicles were normal ones. Conditions were different, therefore, from those that obtained in the congenital cryptorchid. Imperfectly descended testicles were almost invariably imperfectly developed ones. He did not know that such an experiment had been done on human beings before, but it had been proved in the case of rabbits that normal testicles when returned into the abdomen underwent regressive changes, with cessation of spermatogenesis. If these testicles were again drawn down into the scrotum the activity of the tubules was renewed, with formation of spermatozoa.
Mr. Fowler Ward's advice to husbands was excellent. He (the speaker) discovered sometimes that the cause of a man's impotence was to be found in his wife. Not infrequently one came across a poor, sensitive husband overcome with shyness and confusion, and married to a big, physically robust wife of a domineering demeanour. Sex reversal, whatever its success might be in the poultry yard, was a failure as regards human life. Emancipated woman could not have it every way. If she desired to rule the household she must be
